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September 18-24,2018

Grassroots Summit
The 28th  Japan-America 

in Washington State

Schedule
Sep 18 (Tue)

Sep 20 (Thu)

Sep 22 (Sat)

Sep 24 (Mon)

Sep 19 (Wed)

Sep 21 (Fri)

Sep 23 (Sun)

Arrive at Sea-Tac airport

Optional Local Tour (with extra tour fee)
Opening Ceremony & Reception at the Argosy Cruise to Tillicum 
Village on Blake Island.

Move to local session area [Home-stay]

Local Session [Home-stay] 

Local Session or spend whole day with host family [Home-stay]

Depart local area for Hyatt Regency Lake Washington
Closing Ceremony at the Hyatt Regency Lake Washington

Leave hotel for Sea-Tac airport by bus 
Fly back to Japan
OR
Extend stay in US, joining one of the Post Summit Optional Programs 
or on your own plan. 

2018 Grassroots Summit Co-Chair 
Tay Yoshitani

JASSW Board Chair 2016-2017 
former CEO of the Port of Seattle

2018 Grassroots Summit Co-Chair 
Representative 

Sharon Tomiko Santos 
Washington State House of 
Representatives - District 37

Consul General 

Yoichiro Yamada

Consulate General of Japan in Seattle

Governor 
Jay Inslee

Washington State

To see their full messages of welcome, please 
check JASSW’s website at jassw.org.

The Society was founded in 1923 by leaders from 
Seattle’s business, academic, and diplomatic 
communities. We are a non-profit organization 
dedicated to promoting friendship between the 
people of Japan and Washington State. 

Our programs bring together people who are 
interested a in U.S.-Japan exchange, business, 
culture, and education. Membership includes 
prominent US and Japanese companies, as well as 
interested individuals. Since 1994, our “Japan in 
the Schools” program provides over 100 classes 
per year in Washington with free lessons on 
Japanese culture and language, reaching over 
3,000 children annually. Our recently 
developed “America in the Schools” program aims to 
do the same in Japanese elementary schools.

CIE’s aim is to promote ‘Grassroots Exchange’, i.e. 
the free exchange of opinions between individual 
citizens of America and Japan, and through this to 
further mutual understanding and friendship between 
the two countries.

If you are interested in becoming a host family or 
volunteering for the Grassroots Summit, please contact 
your local session key person directly or the JASSW office 
at (206) 374-0180 or at grassroots2018@jassw.org.

Sponsors
*Platinum*

* Gold *



Seattle

Bellevue

Auburn / Kent

Ellensburg/Kittitas County

Tyee Middle School

Lakewood

Moses Lake

Olympia

Port Townsend

Redmond

Renton

Sequim

Tacoma

Mount Vernon 
High School

Vashon Island

Ben Erickson

Gregg Schrader

Lorraine Chachere
Tourism Coordinator, City of Auburn

lchacere@auburnwa.gov
253-876-1978

Economic Development Manager, 
City of Lakewood

Bnewton@cityoflakewood.us
253-983-7738

Owner of Langshaw Investments
deb.langshaw@gmail.com

509-989-1307

District 1 County Commissioner, 
Kittitas County Board of Commissioners

Please contact Julie Kjorsvik, Clerk of the Board, 
Kittitas County Board of Commissioners Office, 
julie.kjorsvik@co.kittitas.wa.us | 509-962-7508

Building Official/Division Director, 
City of Bellevue Development Services Dept

gschrader@bellevuewa.gov
425-452-6451

President, 
Seattle-Kobe Sister City Association

president@seattlekobe.org
206-617-2594

Paul Jewell

Susan Thomas 
& Cheryl Lee

Becky Newton

Deb Langshaw

Allen Miller

David Timmons

John Marchione

Chris Johnson

Roger Richert

Charlie Bush

Debbie Bingham

Nate Shepherd

What is the Japan America Grassroots Summit?
The Japan America Grassroots Summit is an annual large-scale exchange of Japanese and American people, held alternately in Japan and 
America. The Summit aims to strengthen the peaceful relationship between our two countries by fostering friendship at the grassroots level. 
In September 2018, the week-long Summit will held in Washington State. Nearly 150 Japanese visitors will come to Seattle, where they will 
participate in various tours of the city. They will then disburse to 14 cities across the state to experience our region’s culture as part of the 
three-night home stays.  The Summit will be hosted by the Japan-America Society of the State of Washington in partnership with the John 
Manjiro-Whitfield Commemorative Center for International Exchange in Japan.

Seattle is the largest and most populated city in Washington. The city 
is known as the “Emerald City” for its lush evergreens. It is one of the 
fastest growing cities in the US and a technological center featuring 
companies like Amazon. From an impressive musical history, birthing 
artists like Jimi Hendrix and Nirvana, to its reputation as one of the 
world’s coffee capitals, Seattle has something for everyone.

Known as a “City in a Park” with nearly 100 parks and a vast 
network of trails and greenbelts, Bellevue is the fifth largest city 
in Washington. As part of the Innovation Triangle, Bellevue is the 
high-tech and retail center with a downtown skyline of gleaming 
high-rises, a diverse population and schools that are consistently 
rated among the best in the country.

Auburn is the land of two rivers with an amazing view of Mt. Rainier. It is a 
great place for photography and outdoor recreation. Exceptional shopping 
can be found at The Outlet Collection as well as exciting entertainment 
at Muckleshoot Casino, the White River Valley Amphitheater, and Pacific 
Raceways. Historical landmarks such as the Neely Mansion and Mary Olson 
Farm offer a glimpse of our pioneer heritage.

The City of Ellensburg is known as a premier destination within 
Kittitas County. Ellensburg is located in a beautiful valley with the 
picturesque Mount Stuart Range as its backdrop. The city is known 
for vibrant historic downtown, year-round outdoor adventures, 
delicious cuisine, wine shops, the world famous Ellensburg Rodeo, 
and the nationally ranked Central Washington University.

Tyee Middle School is a diverse, high achieving school serving 
over 1,000 students in Grades 6-8. At Tyee we are committed 
to serving all students, cultivating a compassionate community 
responsible to the needs of others, and developing the dispositions 
and skills students need to become life-long learners and thriving 
global citizens.

Welcome to Lakewood, a residential city with serene lakefront living 
and prairie landscape dotted with historic oak and iconic Evergreens. 
The city has a strong business district, industrial business parks and 
retail trade areas. Host community to the major military installation Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord, Lakewood’s military ties run deep. The city boasts 
beautiful parks, lakes, open spaces, and historic treasures.

For many decades, Moses Lake was a beautiful, but small and 
isolated lakeside town. The construction of highways, irrigation 
channels, and the Grand Coulee Dam morphed it into the current 
population and service center of the Columbia Basin. The city now 
purports a strong agricultural industry, features companies like 
Takata, Genie Industries, REC Silicon, and Mitsubishi.

Olympia is the state capital of Washington State. Historic downtown 
and the waterfront are popular destinations. The State Capitol 
Campus is considered the most beautiful in the United States. A mild 
climate makes Olympia an ideal place for outdoor recreation. Olympia 
maintains 40 public parks and miles of trails. Salmon return to Budd 
Inlet each fall up the ladder at the 5th Avenue tide lock.

Port Townsend is one of only three Victorian seaports in the United States, 
boasting two National Historic Landmark Districts. Visitors enjoy the unique 
boutiques, galleries and eateries downtown while marveling at the city’s 
vibrant working waterfront, authentic Victorian business buildings and the 
stately homes. If you love being outside, there are hiking and cycling trails 
or you can explore the water in a kayak.

Redmond is known for its natural beauty, ethnic diversity, high 
quality of life, tech innovation, welcoming atmosphere and a robust 
economy. Once dominated by rural farmland, today Redmond is 
home to numerous tech companies such as Microsoft and Nintendo 
of America. Redmond also has a beautiful and extensive park and 
trail system throughout the city.

Welcome to Renton, a beautiful city located along the southern shore 
of Lake Washington. Renton has a strong economic base, diverse 
marketplace and favorable business climate of nationally recognized 
companies, including Boeing. A Boeing Aircraft made in Renton takes 
off every 1.6 seconds somewhere in the world. Renton is the home of 
the Seattle Seahawks and their state-of-the-art training facility.

USA Today named Sequim the Best Northwestern Small Town in 
the United States during 2017. Sequim is a community of 7,000 
residents located in the Dungeness River Valley. The community 
is the driest and sunniest city in Western Washington, receiving 
16 inches of rain per year. Sequim is known for lavender, organic 
produce farms, festivals, outdoor recreation, and clean air. It is just 
a short two-hour drive from Seattle.

Known for its world-renowned glass art, Tacoma’s vibrant urban core 
is alive with culture. Find yourself surrounded by creativity and city 
sophistication when you eat, shop and stroll Tacoma’s downtown. The 
city is ideally situated along the saltwater banks of the Puget Sound. 
Boasting stunning natural surroundings, you don’t need to pack hiking 
boots to enjoy the mesmerizing outdoors.

Mount Vernon High School is a public school in the upper northwest 
corner of the state, in the city of Mount Vernon. There are about 
2,000 students ranging from 14 to 18 years old. The school has 
all manner of courses from flower arranging, to advanced physics. 
The students play all sports, but the most popular two sports in 
this area are football and soccer.

Vashon Island is a picturesque rural island known for its active arts community 
and cultural activities, as well as its small farms, environmental ethic, hiking 
trails and small downtown village. Prior to WWII, Vashon was home to 
many Japanese-American farmers. Vashon now seeks to honor that history 
through the renovation of the Mukai residence and the creation of an exhibit 
documenting the Japanese American experience here.

Akiko Leonard

Rita Brogan

What is a Local Session?
Participants leave in the morning for their homestay town  and stay with 
their host family for four days and three nights. Guests pre-select a “local 
session” of interest to them based on previews they receive in a brochure. 
During the homestay days, the local town leaders and host families work 
together to share the best that their community has to offer. This person-to-
person exchange and shared enthusiasm for local and cultural experience 
is the essence of the Japan/America Grassroots Summit. 

Key Persons & Local Session Areas

President,
Olympia Kato Sister Cities Association

Owner, Law Offices of Allen T. Miller
allen@atmlawoffice.com | 360 754-9156

City Manager, City of Port Townsend
dtimmons@cityofpt.us

360-379-5043

Mayor, City of Redmond
mayor@redmond.gov

425-556-2102

City Manager, City of Sequim
cbush@sequimwa.gov

360-681-3440

Program Development Specialist, 
City of Taoma, Department of Community 

and Economic Development
debbie.bingham@cityoftacoma.org

253-591-5117

lhakiko@gmail.com

Communications Consultant, PRR
rbrogan@prrbiz.com

President, Renton Nishiwaki Sister Cities Committee

Past President, Renton Nishiwaki 
Sister Cities Committee

chris5255@gmail.com | 425-381-7069

English and AVID, Mount Vernon HS
nshepherd@mvsd320.org

360-428-6100 ext 41146

Language Arts, Tyee Middle School
leech@bsd405.org | 425-200-4232 

(please leave a message)




